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THE ASSYRIAN COLONY
IN THE CANADIAN PRAIRIES

—

Dr. Arian Ishaya

* There is a small town in the province of Saskatchewan in the  heart of
the Camadian prairies known as North Battleford. ( See map). Its very
first settlers were 36 Assyrian men, women and children from Urmia region
{n northwest Persia(Iran), who Immigrated to Camada in 1902. The person
who masterminded this jmmigration project was an Assyrian medical
minsionary by the name of Issac Adams. Today this town is home to about 15
Assyrian families, which 1s all that is left of that settlement after
three generations.

The Assyrian migration to Canada is unique in two ways. First, it was
the sole plarned group settlement effort. Second, it took place before World
War I Diaspora at a time when Assyrian rarely migrated overseas with their
famtlles, and with the intention of permanent resettlement abroad.

The question that comes to mind 1s that what motivated these people to
leave their relatives and friends, their ancestral shrines, and their
beautiful plain of Ummla, to settle in a far and forbiddingly cold land?
This paper documents the history of this migratiom, the social forces that
led to 1t, and the experlence of this immigrant colomy overseas.

Historical Precedents:

In the pre-World war I era the Nestorian Assyrians, who are the subject
of the present paper, occupied a triangular territory between lake Van, Lake
Ummia, and the town of Mosul. This was a border region between Ottoman
Turkey and Persia at the time, The Assyrians were mainly a pastoral and
peasant people composed of mucleus of seven independent clans that held
blocks of mountaln territory in the Hakkiari Highlands, and satellite
peasant commmities in the surrounding plains of Mosul, Van, Salmas, and
Urmia. The Assyrians 1lived under Persian and Ottoman rule as a Christian
minori ty i_govemed through their own ecclesiastical representatives ( millet
gystem ). The Middle Fastern state and legal institutioms, together with
householding economy of pastoral and peasant people, contributed to the
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self-suffictency and the social isolation of minorities., The Assyrian were a
more or less homogeneous commmnity economically, religlously, and socially.
This was soon to chanpe with imperial expansion of Great Britain and Russia
into the Middle East in the 19th century which drew Ottoman Turkey and
Persia into the orbit of the European market econody.

By the middle of 19th century the Assyrian men had been transformed
into migrant workers, In 1828, when Russia separated Georgia from Persia,
the Assyrian villagers found themselves closer to the Russian border. Large
mmbers of men regularly crossed the border into Russian towns where they
engaged in wage work or learmed trades. By the end of the 19th century, the
massive introduction of forelgn industrial goods had already ruined the
native handicraft industries and growing dependence on casks drew the native
peasantry to towns. The inclusion of the Assyrians into cash economy was
speeded up by the presence of various mission establishments amongst them,

The Politics of Religion:

During the course of the 19th century various foreign missions
established stations among Assyrians and Armenians in both Persian and
Ottoman territory. The Russian Orthodox, the Presbyterian, and the Roman
Catholic missions adopted the policy of conversion and the destruction of
the indigenous churches. The missionarles used both force and temptaticn in
the comversion of the natives ( Gibb & Bowen 1975, pp. 246-248; Joseph 1983,
pp. 31-55). In the Urmia reglon they offered considerable material well-
being to those who jolned their fold. For the first time the Assyrians were
given the opportmity to attend schools and receive health care in
hospitals, which could now engage in the more remmerative tasks such as
work in foreign projects or engage in foreign trade (Mikitine 1925, p. 359).
Soon the Assyrian commmity in Urmia was dissected among the various Russian
Orthodox, Catholic ( Chaldean), and Presbyterian denomimations. Those who
attached themselves to the various mission establishments experienced
considerahle upward mobility. Now the commnity was divided not only
dencminationally, but also along class lines. Besides the older temant
farmers, there were now freehold peasants, the city dwelling artisans, and
the well-educated professionals. Even a nascent bourgeoisie could be
distinguished among the Chaldean Assyrians who were engaged in the European
trade and barking as middlemen. The comverts to foreign denominations became
alienated from their Nestorlan brethren, and the ancestral traditions. In
the words of one missionary, they began to "ape the Furopeans” (Maclean and
Brown 1892, p. 179). :
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The privileged position of the Christian minority angered the
dispossessed sections of the Muslim population. Towards the end of the 19th
century as the central govermment in Persia weakened, and the economy
deteriorated under foreign domination, prosperous Assyrian villages in the
Urmia region became increasingly a target of Turkish and Kurdish armed bands
who carried away cattle, farm produce, and tocls. Under the clrcumstances,
the Assyrians became enthuslastic when they heard stories about fabulous
opportmities that existed for work and prosperity in the “Christian"
countries of North America. An Assyrian scholar who settled in the United
States early in this century, describes the impression Assyrian had of
America:

They are told that this great country is but a little island,
{nhabited by five thousand Christian missionaries, whose entire time 1s
giwen to prayer, fasting and preaching; that the country is ruled by a
Christian government, free from all evils and abuses; and that nobody plays
golf, drinks whiskey, or smokes (Ewhardt & Lamsa 1926, p. 83).

buring the second half of the 19th century the Canadian government, in
its attempt to develop the economy of its western provinces, adopted an open
door policy to immigration (Hall 1975). Settlers were needed to develop the
virgin prairie land as a major wheat and cereal producing reglon. Workers
were needed in the construction of railways which were to commect the
western hinterland with the metropolitan centers of Eastern Canada. A huge
propaganda machinery was put into operation to attract immigrants,
partieularly from the Furopean countries. Literature in the form of
clrculars was distributed among teachers, preachers, and public officials.
Promotional trips and testimonlal letters from successful settlers were some
of the other features of this advertising campalgn.

Tus political instabilities in the old country, and the liberal
{mmigration policies abroad, were the "push and pull” factors in this
migration,

The Assyrian Ploneers:

Issac Adams and those who followed him to Canada in 1902, belonged to
the generation of the Assyrians who had become deculturated and alienated
not only from their own commmity, but also from the larger Persian society
where the Christian minority no longer felt safe., Adams himself represents
well the type of the missionized and westernized youth of his times, who was
sold on the American dreams. He writes in his autobiography that he was born



in 1872 in the village of Sangar, near the town of Ummila. At the age of six
helosthisfatl'er\dnhadgonetoRussiaasamigrantworker.Hecammder
the influence of the Presbyterian mission where he attended school. Upon
reading thepassagefrunﬂmeBiblethatsays"mttl'eemtof thy country
the pronised land—America, with less than six dollars in his pocket (Adams
1900, p. 24). He entered the United States border at the age of 16 and with
the help of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mission, he studied to become
first a minister and later a medical doctor. he returned to Persia in 1894
and opened mission schools in varlous Assyrian villages, and succeeded in
converting not only his village to the Presbyterian denomination, but
several others as well, ,
As early as 1902 Issac Adame had plamed to settle a large group of
in California where the climate is suitable to the growing of
orchards and vineyards, the traditional activities of the Urmian peasantry.
But when he iInquired about the possibllities for homesteading, the
immigration officer 1in Sacramento enlightened him to the fact that public
lands sufficiently large for a colony were mo longer avallable in the
region. Simed:e(h:adianimigratioulmue:emrefavorableatﬂ:etim,
Adane decided to settle his colony in Canada.

It was in the Pall of 1902 that six "arabenas” ( ome horse carts)
carrying 36 Assyrian men, woaen and children left the village of Sangar
towards an unknown land. The names of those who accompanied Adame make
familiiar mdinginﬂ:emrttﬁestpartofSaskatcham. There was Joseph
Adame and his wife; and Abraham Adems and his wife and family. (These were
Issac”s brothers). There was E. Shabaz with his wife and family; and Solomon
Backus, am;sintfuhs’.mdmiuaspid:edupinsavilan,mdathbdz
a few days later, Michel George and Peter George, Samel Baba, and Absalom
Gecrgaandtisuifesndfanﬂy.AnorptangirlmdBmshaalsojoitedﬂn
group (Wetton, n.d.). They passed robber-infested regions before they
reached the Russian border. From there they todk a train to Hamburg,
Germarty. 'nnretheyboarchdtheship“z\ssyﬂa", and landed on the Camadian
soll on New Year”s Day, 1903. (one of the mothers gave birth to a baby girl
aboard the ship. She was named "Assyria™.)

They had to wait in Winnipeg until winter was over. With the Spring
bresk-up, they resumed their trek, In Saskatoon they assembled such
equipment as they could afford, and following the old Battleford trail, they
reached the North Saskatchewan River which they ferried to the North Bank.
This was the final destination, and they set up their tents. Honesteads were
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jmmediately filed on. Land was cheap. It was possible to acquire a quarter
section for $10, and preempt another for $3.00. Dr. Adams secured a quarter
section of land on the site where the provincial Hospital now stands. The
colonists attempted to select adjacent plots in order to be mnear one
another. As soon as homesteads were acquired, the settlers began to build
their first home. They gathered stomes from the hillside and built for
themselves a solid, one—story house, 30 feet by 50 feet. Its walls were two
feet through (Wetteon, n.d.). This was where all the thirty seven colonists
spent their first winter. But until it was completed, they abandoned the
tents because of the cold and took shelter in a dug-out on the side of the
hill,

Making A Living:

In 1903 there were very few farmers in the area. The closest town,
Battleford, was some miles amway from the Assyrian encampment. The town had
prospered during a boom period a decade earlier, but in 1903 it was
experiencing a setback as the railway had bypassed it in favor of other
cities. Movement of cargo constituted a problem and imported goods were very
expensive due to the high freight rates. Therefore farmers were not
attracted to the area because they could not market their produce If they
settled there. The Assyrian ploneers engaged in subsistence farming and to
acquire cash, they went to town and looked for any available job. The colomy
prospered in the first few years. The land was virgin and it produced much
more than they had ever had in one season back home. Ewven work in town was
much more remunerative compared to the old country. In the meantime, the
Camadian Northern Railway (QR) officialdom bought large tracts of land
aromd the Assyrlan homesteads and, to the utter dismay of the inhabitants
of Battleford, decided to divert a line which was supposed to go through the
town, to this area. In a short time a settlement arose aroumd the Assyrian
hoesteads which in a year developed into the prosperous town of North
Battleford. New business and people, mostly from England, or British
settlers from Eastern Canada poured in, This gave the Assyrians plenty of
opportumity to find work. However, since they were not literate in English,
they were given only unskilled work. Some hanled bricks with a team of oxen,
others lald water and sewer lines or found other types of work in the
booming construction market and on the railway. E. Shabaz who had saved some
money, invested 1n a candy store. Some of the Assyrians imvested In land
because to own land had a high value in their traditionmal mode of life.
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A Second Colomy:

In 1906 those piloneers who had left thelr families back in Persia gave
Adams passage money to bring them over. Adams went to Persia and returned in
1907 with 40 pew Assyrian settlers. WNot all of those were members of the
familles of the first colonists. Other Assyrians had decided to join the
sattlement in North Battleford. The new settlers experienced consliderable
hardship on their way to Camada. They had salled in cargo boats carrying
livestock, and had slept in train depots Instead of hotels. To make matters
worse, it seems that due to travel mixups, the band was delayed for a month
in the Port of Hull in Bngland where whatever money they had, was used up.
Adams had attemptad to raise funds for the bend from charity organizations
in England, apparently with little success, Their relatives in Canada had to
mortgage their homesteads to send additional money to England in order to
get the travellers to Canada, These incidents left the colony not caly iIn
MEficult financial conditfons, but also in tense social relations. Some of
the families had grown suspicious and resentful towards Adams.

After World War I more Assyrians joined the colony in North Battleford
either on their owm, or through the help of their relatives already there.

Survival Strategies:

The ploneers transplanted the extended type of family organization and
the patterns of mutual help and obligations that go with it to Camada. At
first, this proved very adaptive in view of their econcmic situation in a
frontier enviromment. It helped the settlers to pull their resources
together and minimize costs. It was mentioned earlier that during the first
year, the whole colony lived under one roof. The later settlers were able to
teach Camada because their relatives paid for their passage momey. The
common  pattern for the newly arrived was, without exception, to stay with
their relatives for a year or two until they could procure a house and
become econcaleally self-sufficient. Those who had no relatives in town,
mstly men, were given temporary accommodation for a year or two at Shabaz”s
who was a relatively well-to—do farmer and businessman. All these men had
shacks on their land; but the shacks had no heating facilities or water
supply. So during the winter months the men stayed at the Shabaz"s. There
were only two women in the house to feed the large crowd. Men helped with
the heavler housework. As soon as these men were able to bring their
families to Canada, they moved out and in turn helped other relatives to get
established. The pioneer generation of settlers managed to find Assyriamn
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mates even though there were not enough women in this small and isolated
colony. Some asked their relatives to bring them a wife from the old
country. Others had to select a spouse which would be considered wery
“{improper” in the old country, Some married widows much older than
themselves; others married their first cousins which is considered "too
close™.

The Assyrian farming venture was not too successful. After the first
few years, the crops began to fail. The farmers” worst epemy was frost which
killed the crops before they had had a chance to mature. At that time seeds
which were resistant to cold were not developed yet. Altogether farming on
the Canadian prairie was a very difficult proposition at the turn of this
century. With the agricultural technology limited to luman and animal power,
it was easy to break sufficient amount of undeveloped land for cultivation,
particularly if the unit of labor was the family, Quarter-section farms were
imadequate for dry faming, which was the only form of cultivation then. A
half-section would be viable, but then it needed more labor than one family
could afford. So fertile land was not a sufficient factor for successful
farming in those days. The government expected to develop western Canada
into a farming region, yet it was not prepared to subsidize the fammers.
Consequently, approximately 577 (six out of ten) farmers failed and moved
aut to towns (McGionis, 1975). The Assyrians were no exception. Like most
farmers, they were part—-time laborers and, as farmers, they practiced mixed
farming and livestock raising for subsistence. There were some years which
were so lean that Adams had to obtain clothing and essential utensils from
the Salvation Army for the hard-hit Assyrian families.

By 1914 the majority of Assyrians had moved from farms into the town
where they occupied a quarter called "Chism Town". Some kept their farms,
and commited back and forth., These lived on their farms during summer, and
moved to town in winter bringing their livestock along {a few heads of
cattle), which they kept in their backyards. The more successful ones opened
small businesses such as a tamnery, a tailor shop, a poelroom, two grocery
stores, and a candy store. One man worked as a painter, another as a buggy
driver, and another as a train conductor., The poolroom business prospered
and was still nm by Assyrians at the time of research in 1973.

The depression of he 1930"s hit the Assyrian families to different
extends., One farmer sald that the farmers did not suffer from tmmger as
there was enough to eat—the only problem was lack of cash. The provineial
government pald the farmers 37.50 a month when the crops falled; this they
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pald back in later years. Those who lived on a monthly salary were
particularly hard hit. Unemployment prevailed. In some cases the depression
changed the course of a man"s or a woman's life altogether:

My dad was a train conductor. He passed away during
the depression. T was in grade eight then. One day
ey mother came home crying. She had gone to collect
relief money; but the official had told her that
they would not give us relief unless T worked. So I
quit achool and started cutting grass for the city.
That i{s how I never finished school.

The wmost destitute of the Assyrian families lived off the land, and hauled
cut wood to town and scld it door to door.

The Assyrian Commmity in the 19707s:

At the time of research in 1973, the Assyrian population of North
Battleford consisted of 59 men, women, and children, including the non—
Assydmwlvesa:hmbandsuhomweredﬁina]l.ﬂmeof&emzsettlers
remained in the city. They had either outmigrated or were dead. From the
1097 colony, a 75 year old woman was still living in North Battleford.

There were 13 Assyrians who were first generation immigrants that {is,
they were not born in North Battleford. These were all full Assyrians. The
mmber of first generation Assyrian born in North Battleford was 14. All
except one were full Assyrians. This indicates that the pioneer gemeration
of settlers had married Assyrians, The mmber of second generation Assyrians
born in Canada was 19. These were predominantly either preschoolers or
school-age children, They were all half-Assyrians which indicates that the
Canadian born generation had all married non-Assyrians. Intermarriage was
well tolerated in the commmity as long as the marriage partmer was
(hristisn (excepting native Indians towards whom the Assyrians had learned
to take the "white Man’s"” attitude).

The low mte of population increase indicates a considerable rate of
outmigration. But note that there is a difference for the reasons behind the
cutmigartion of the pioneers an the one hand, and the subsequent gererations
on the other. The ploneers moved out of Canada to join ottg Assyrian
comumities 1in the United States—particularly in California. But the
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emigration of the following generations illustrates the general Canadian
pattern of migration from the rural areas or small toens to larger
industrial cities within Canada itseif. In other words, what motivated the
ploneers to move was primarily maintaining closer kimship or ethnic ties;
what motivated the following generations was primarily job opportunities in
the larger cities.

At the time of research in 1973, the majority of the Assyrians of North
Battleford belonged to the “middle class”. There were three farmers; four
individuals who owned businesses (two poolrooms, a wholesaler, and a beauty
salon owner and operator); and seven Individuals who had specialized
occupations and worked either for the government or private enterprises
(road surveyor, hockey scout, railroad conductor, cook, small store manager,
professional secretary and sales clerk). Most of the retired individuals
lived on the proceeds they received on rental houses they ocwned—the modest
scale of such rentier incomes ranged from the proceeds of only ane house to
that of two or three.

The commmity social structure was remarkably enough a miniature
replica of the village social structure in the old country. The commmity
consisted of seven "lineages”, or parts thereof ™% (people who carty the
same family name). These "lineages” were divided into twenty-one households
(muclear families or remants thereof living in separate dwellings). All
these households were relatad to at least one other family in the commmity
either through lineal (blood relations) or affimal (marriage) ties. The
difference from the old country village structure was that in this case the
extended family did not 1live under ope roof, and it was no longer the
property-holding and decision-making unit,

The Place of Assyrian Settlers in A Frontier Town:

Even though the Assyrians were among the first settlers of North
Battleford, they had remained marginal te the economy and politics of the
town up to the time of research in the 1970”s. Not one Assyrian name appears
in the list of local government representatives or prominent businessmen.
The Assyrians were essentially uninvolved members of the petty bourgeoisie
or the working class. There had been some in the professiomal category; st
they had moved out of North Battleford.

To understand the position of the Assyrians, we must acquaint ourselves
with the general structure of the Canadian soclety of which North Battleferd
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is a replica.

The Camadian society 1is soclally divided into unequal classes amd
various ethnic groups. Often class and etimicity owverlap. Broadly speaking,
the elfte is composed of Anglo-Canadian settlers who act as gate—keepers to
the positions of wesalth and power (Clement 1975). Ethmics from Western
Buropean countries such as the French and the Germans, occupy a higher
position compared to the Eastern Furopean immigrants or settlers from the
Asisn continent such as the Chinese, Japarese, or the Assyrians. The
original inhabitant of Canada—the mative Indians and the Eskimos, are
reduced to the position of an underclass (Porter 1965).

When the railroad reached North Battleford in 1905, settlers of Anglo-
Saxon origin from Fngland or cities of Eastern Canada flowed into the
settlement. They were government ageats or members of the Northwest Mounted
Police who, after the termination of their service, decided to settle In the
area. Later some of these held the mmicipal level of govermment posts.
Others were prospectors or businessmen who took advantage of the
opportmities offered by the increasing population of a boom town. (North
Battleford had a population close to 6,000 in 1913.) Still others were
farmers who settled In the area after the railroad had reached it and, by
homesteading large tracts, took control of the surrounding famland. Later
immigrants were mainly Ukrainian peasant farmmers from Eastern Europe
(McPherson 1967)., But by far, the city”s most prominent irvestors, who can
be characterized as "absentee landlords and businessmen™, were the high
officialdom of the Canadian Nocthern Railway Company.

_ The Assyrian settlers were handicapped at first because they were
{1literate in English and same hardly spoke the language. And they had no
contacts. They had to start nearly at the bottom of the ecomomic scale and
had no access to upper middle class levels except through technical or
professional education in Camadian institutions. Later they were to face a
dfferent kind of obstacle of upward mobility. The "peasant™ immigrants from
Persia or Fastern Furopean coumtries were brought to Canada for the purpose
of producing grain for the British market and their production was to be
controlled by the railroad interests (via tramsportation to market). Those
who failed as farmers were not given access to the types of positions which
wauld allow them to share the wealth and power of dominant groups.

Racism was the ideological mechanism which justified discrimimatory
behavior on the part of the dominant groups. Certain "ethnics™ were branded
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15 an "Inferlor” type of human belugs. J. Woodsworth attempted Lo “prove”
that Syrlans, Armenians, and settlers from Persia {wlth specifle reference
to Assyrlans), were the most “undesirable” of all the tmmigrants by quotlng
"athorities™ on the subject (Woodsworth 1911, pp. 167-163).

The Assyrian settlers soon became aware that thelr ethnic identity was
a stigma In the new environment, as it was In the old. Some of the
respondents sald that when they were school-age children, they were of ten
teased and referred to as “black Persians” by thelr classmates. To escape
the stigma, the Assyrian settlers tried to wipe out all the overt signs of
their ethnicity. Names were Anglicized. When a European neighbor knocked at
thelr door, they hit the native food away so as not to offend the Western
sensitivities. Some Assyrian school children ate their lunches prepared at
home away from other children because the lunches were “different”, and this
was embarrassing. Pnglish was preferred to the Assyrian language. The fact
that the Assyrian settlers had to articulate with the larger soclety 1n
terms of the Institutions of the domimant group, made their cultural
tradition Irrelevant. These were relegated to the occasions when one
Assyrian confronted another Assyrian, Thus, the first generation of
Assyrians who were born in North Battleford found themselves in a rather
difficult position as they grew up. They could neither identify with the
traditions of their parents (because they were irrelevant and a handicap),
nor were they accepted as full-fledged members of the dominant soclety. A
yong Assyrian woman was born and raised in North Battleford gives us an
inside view of the "In—between generation™.

It 1snt easy to be an Assyrian. It isn"t easy at all. It"g even
more difffcult growing up part Anglo-Saxom, part Assyrian 1in a
small Canadian town. You listen to the Oriental msic your amt
plays on an ancient records player...the msic brings a tear to
your father”s eye...your father, his brother and sisters often sit
and drink tea out of tall glasses, while they listen to this music
and cry. Lt must be the words of songs; perhaps they are lonesome
for their homeland...Who are these people? Why did they come here?
To a small town in the Canadian prairies. They look different than
the townspeople. Their skin is bit darker, their eyes are various
shades of brown, ranging on black almost; their halr is the same,
The pain of knowing that you look different and are different than
the people in town; the pain of having somecne tells you that you
are different.,.The teacher at school that tells you that your skin
ls “tan all year round.”...You try not to hate them...but you do...
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{excerpt from Jean Okkerse™s article, "It isn"t Easy to Be A&n
Assyrian”; Ishaya, 1976, pp. 123-124).

At the time of research in 1973 the Assyrians of North Battleford did
not publicize their identity to outsiders. Seweral Canadians in the city
expressed total ignorance of the existence of an Assyrian commmity in town.
The names of the Assyrians were Anglicized beyond recognition. Everyone
preferred to use English at all times. Almost all of the first generation
Assyrians understood Assyrian but spoke Fnglish. Remaining incognito seemed
to be deliberate. One informant believed that if a person wanted to get a
job in line with his competence, he should not reveal his ethnic identity,
Thus the Assyrians were fully assimilated into the Canadian culture; yet
they were not fully integrated into the Canadian soclal structure.

Conclusion:

As the experience of the Assyrians of North Battleford indicates, their
migration from pre-industrial Middle Eastern states to a Western Capitalist
state did oot change their status as a marginal etimic group. The colonists
travelled thousands of miles and crossed the oceans In the hope of
transcending their minority status and becoming fully accepted members of a
"Christian™ soclety. Little did they know that a8 far as their class
position was concermed, they were not going very far, The subsistence
econcey of a peasant adaptation In the Middle East kept the village
comamity as a social fsolate and helped, or forced, the malntenance of
etinfc identity. But in capitalist North America self-sufficlency was
imposaible. The ethnic family or commmity was fully dependent upon the
langeage as well as legal, economic, and administrative Institutions of the
dominent soclety. In fact its ethnic peculiarities were a handicap in the
way of survival. They bad to be shed. The Assyrians of North Battleford did
their part to become quickly Camadianized:; but Canada had yet to do 1its
share in making them its own.,

* This article is besed on fleld research completed in 1973, For a
moredetailed account see Ishaya™s The Role of Minecrities... (1976),

* The millet organization was ome by which minorities were given
legalrecognition as “inferior” subjects, and were ruled through their owm
representatives. These were, without exception, the ecclesiastical leaders
of each minority: Christian, Judaic, etc, The term, millet, is that used in
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standard English references on the Middle East; the Persian word means
“pecple” (millat),

% Isaac Adams moved to California in 1910. He s the founder of the
Assyrian settlement in Turlock, California.

The word "lineage" does not imply a corporate unit here, It only refers

to people who carry the same surnames. The form of a lineage was present,
but the function was not.
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